may interfere with efforts to assist the elderly and to enthusiati-cally apply proven treatment methods.  Vigorous outreach may be needed to make therapy available to the elderly because of their physical, financial, or social limitations.  This outreach might include home evaluation, transportation to a treatment setting, and patient advocacy to arrange for services by other health care agencies. 35_/ This might best be done with a multidisciplinary team approach which uses physicians, visiting nurses, social workers and other health professionals.  Specially designed therapies may be needed to accommodate the geriatric patient.  Yet, as of now it is probably best to use the basic approach developed for younger populations, which includes meticulous medical and psychiatric evaluation, strong support and encouragement, increasing the patient's motivation, alcohol education, peer counseling and work with the available family.  In addition, it is apparent that we need to educate professionals, who tend to see the elderly alcoholic as a stereotype of the skid row bum.5?30,lA/
In summary, alcoholism may not be a self-limited disorder, and serious and persistent drinking can begin in the later years. Methodologically sound descriptive studies involving longitudinal follow-up are needed to characterize the patterns, natural history, and consequences of geriatric alcohol use and abuse.  Of course, it is unlikely that a single etiology for the disorder will be found. If progress is to be made, it is likely that a psychobiological approach examining the predisposing, precipitating, and perpetuating causes of this disorder will be essential.3_6_/  In the meantime, it is important to apply proven treatment methods to help alleviate the burdens imposed by this national health problem.wer life problems than his younger counterpart, ^antial psychosocial consequences exist.  Rates of divorce, Lde, social isolation, and psychiatric disorder are higher than ;he nonalcoholic elderly, and it is possible that much of this 2ring goes undetected and untreated
